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Overview 

  

 

Every year over 19,000 trespass incidents occur 
across rail infrastructure.  Last year 19 lives 
were tragically lost as a result of rail trespass. 

Trespass is typically seasonal. Spikes in the 
number of trespass incidents occur at the start 
of British Summer Time (March/April) and peak 
during the school summer holidays (late July to 
early September).  These seasonal peaks often 
involve children and young people, but also 
very often involve adults. 

 
 

 

 

Trespass is linked to a number of risk taking and 
criminal behaviours such as such as theft, 
vandalism, anti-social behaviour but can also 
involve people who unintentionally put 
themselves at risk, such as to collect dropped 
belongings or because they are vulnerable. 

Frontline teams play a critical role in preventing 
trespass. The following are tips to help reduce 
trespass incidents over the summer period and 
beyond. 
 

 

Local action to help prevent trespass 

  

 

• Be aware of your local trespass 
hotspots and the known underlying 
unsafe behaviours playing out at each 
location. 

• Where possible, engage positively with 
the public, as visible staff presence is 
most likely to deter trespass. 

• -Report graffiti, vandalism and other 
signs of repeated trespass such as 
flattened vegetation or iscarded litter 
(drugs paraphernalia, drinks cans, food 
wrappers etc) to your Route Crime 
Team. 

• Practise lineside tidiness to reduce 
opportunities for theft. 

 

 

 

• Secure access points, depots and other 
railway property when not in use. 

• Report damaged fencing, broken locks 
poor lighting or obscured signage 
through your established maintenance 
reporting channels to encourage 
passengers and the public to stay in 
publicly accessible areas only. 

• Encourage safeguarding training such 
as Samaritans, ‘Managing Suicidal 
Contacts’ to help those on the front line 
recognise and manage vulnerable 
presentations. 
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https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmy.newzapp.co.uk%2Ft%2Fclick%2F1833821864%2F123416044%2F19361810&data=05%7C02%7Cliz.chiariello%40networkrail.co.uk%7Cd89b81963d5e4be12eeb08dedb81f292%7Cc22cc3e15d7f4f4dbe03d5a158cc9409%7C0%7C0%7C639189548323350950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N9DMbwK%2BwTgh6Vho6dUN4yg%2BScqw7Q%2F6ZIE9AtZjuFE%3D&reserved=0

