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Overview/Next Steps 
  

The Network Rail Drugs and Alcohol Standard (Issue 8 - NR/L2/OHS/00120) has been updated and re-

published on 1 March 2025. The compliance date is set for 7 June 2025. 

 

The changes affect everyone in Network Rail. To access the standard click here and the briefing 

information click here. 

 

If you are a line manager, you need to be aware of the following changes which apply to you: 

 Clause 5.6: if an employee records a non-negative point of contact test (POCT) following a 

random drugs test, you must now implement the ‘ non-negative risk assessment’ 

 Clause 6.1: prior to determining if a for-cause D&A test is required, you must complete the ‘ for-

cause test form’ with an employee; 

 

The following changes apply to all employees: 

  Clause 13.1: you must only use prescribed or over the counter (OTC) licenced medicine where 

there is a legitimate medical reason as defined in NR/L2/OHS/00120; 

 Clause 13.4: you must seek guidance from chemist on call for any medication use with known 

side effects that have the potential to impact on your ability to work safely; 

 Clause 14.1: appeals against positive D&A tests may now be submitted without support of a 

Sponsor, but only where evidence is provided which meets the appeal criteria stated in 

NR/L2/OHS/00120;  

 Clause 10.7.4: employees who have a medical condition which prevents you providing a urine 

sample may request guidance from occupational health for alternative drugs testing 

methodology. 

Other changes to the standard 

 Clause 5.1.3: the scope of employees eligible for random D&A testing has been updated; 

  Clause 9: addition of ‘active monitoring’ as a test type for an employee who is under the 

Network Rail Drugs and Alcohol Support Programme; 

 Removed the requirement for Network Rail employees to attend and pass a D&A test within the 3 

months prior to attending Personal Track Safety (PTS) training. 

See below for further information and guidance. 
   

Discussion points 
  

Access and share information on this update with your teams: 

 Access the updated standard here. 

 Access the standard briefing information here. 

 Access further guidance and information on the D&A MyConnect page. 

 
For support, contact: 

 Your Region or Function Health & Safety Leadership Team 
 Technical Authority Occupational Health and Wellbeing Team via 

healthandwellness@networkrail.co.uk 

    

 

  Clause 7.1: prior to determining if a post-accident/incident test is required, you must complete 

the  with an employee. post-accident/incident test form’

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmy.newzapp.co.uk%2Ft%2Fclick%2F1738002110%2F84724815%2F18298639&data=05%7C02%7CAshleigh.Robert%40networkrail.co.uk%7Cd1c5b0a41d82467d286b08dd620c1268%7Cc22cc3e15d7f4f4dbe03d5a158cc9409%7C0%7C0%7C638774526517273060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RPiFoEFQrhl8SbAmND9b5bAIe262xWLF8potU2bvTcg%3D&reserved=0
https://networkrail.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/nrmyconnect-technicalauthority/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B6E841967-24E8-4E1B-9A1F-9987E743F577%7D&file=Non-negative%20Risk%20Assessment.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
http://networkrailstandards/StandardHeaderView.aspx?id=37951
http://networkrailstandards/StandardHeaderView.aspx?id=37959
https://networkrail.sharepoint.com/sites/nrmyconnect-technicalauthority/SitePages/Drugs-and-Alcohol.aspx?web=1
https://my.newzapp.co.uk/t/click/1738002110/84724815/18298646
https://networkrail.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/nrmyconnect-technicalauthority/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B35A70B7E-CBBF-4278-850C-3681D3CD3B43%7D&file=Post-Accident-Incident%20Test%20Form.doc&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://networkrail.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/nrmyconnect-technicalauthority/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B01C25ADB-5A91-4824-919C-D1D3E88B1FD6%7D&file=For-Cause%20Test%20Form.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
http://networkrailstandards/StandardHeaderView.aspx?id=37951
https://my.newzapp.co.uk/t/click/1738002110/84724815/18298637

