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An operative sustained a leg injury whilst using a 9” angle grinder.  Although the operative was holding the 

tool with both hands, the handle came away causing the body and blade to swing downward and cut 

through protective clothing and cutting the operative’s thigh.   

 The handle had not been fully screwed onto 

the body of the angle grinder.   

 Pre use checks had not been carried out.  

    

    

 What tools are used on your sites and how 

would you know that they are fit for use through 

design, inspection, calibration etc.? 

 Are you confident that operatives are carrying 

out effective visual checks before using tools?  

 Where would you expect to find manufacturer’s 

guidance for tools to support effective pre use 

checks?  

 

 

 

Always use 
equipment that 
is fit for its 
intended 
purpose.  


