Guidance  on Storage and Issue of Vortok Rearguard 

Storage

Set up a controlled storage area with suitable A/C mains supply for charging of the units.  This should include a Test Bench large enough to hold a kit together with a piece of rail to fit the treadle head to. This allows the kit to be tested in asa e environment prior to issue
A recycled piece of 8 inch polyethylene pipe can be used  to hold the bracing bars together. Also it may be useful to have 2 pairs of ear defenders on the bench and  always  available when  testing the kits.  The pre use checks guidance should be printed and displayed above the bench, as it reminds the stores operative and the person collecting the kit of the right way to inspect and test the kit. Copies of this should also be provided when issuing the kit
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The picture above shows all the Vortok  Reargaurd systems  at Carlisle aligned as complete kits with unique identity numbers
Governance of the kits

Vortok supply the kits with a unique identifying number on each element. You should  keep a record of which set of Cable Reels, Treadle, Alarm Box and Bracing Bar go together as a kit and label them in a distinctive manner.
You will need to acquire padlocks for each alarm box.  Carlisle DU  chose to keep the padlock key and the over ride key for each kit on a lanyard.  For each kit,  they  kept a spare padlock key and over ride key on a spare lanyard in the stores area.  
The Site set up guide should be laminated and supplied in the Alarm Box, it serves as a brief aide memoire to those who are setting the kit up on site.
Set up a usage log, so that you can track which team used which kit and when they did so.
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Issuing the kit

Immediately prior to issue ensure the competent person taking charge of the kit in conjunction with the store man, set it up on the test bench and confirm that the system is functioning correctly before being issued.  Have both of them record this in an record of issue  log, to provide an audit trail of who’s used which kit , when and that it was good to go when issued.
When the kits are returned the Stores team should inspect and note any damage, before re charging and preparing for the next use.
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