
 

 

OFFICIAL 

 

 

Safety Alert 
A serious incident has taken place 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Fatality due to fall from height 

Scope:   All Network Rail line managers, safety 

professionals and accredited contractors 

Ref: NRX22-02 

Date:  09/11/2022 

Location:  Glasgow, Scotland 

Contact:  Innis Keith, Health Safety & Environment 

Director, Scotland 
 

 

 

  

  

 

Overview 
  

 

At approximately 1400 on the 3rd of November, a 

scaffolding inspector employed by a sub-contractor 

to a Principal Contractor, fell to his death through a 

Skylight on the roof of an industrial unit in 

Glasgow. 

 

The industrial unit was being refurbished for use as 

a Network Rail Works Delivery location. 

 

The inspection of the scaffold was not planned 

until the following day and there was no written 

record of the inspector’s arrival on site. 
 

 

 

On arrival the inspector accessed the scaffold and 

for reasons currently not known, he proceeded to 

access the roof of the building. 

  

Approximately 10 metres toward the apex of the 

roof, the inspector fell through a skylight into the 

building below. 

  

This tragic event is subject to internal and Health 

& Safety Executive investigation. 
 

 

 

 

Discussion points 
  

 

While we are investigating the incident, please 

discuss the following with your team:  

 

• Do you have areas of your workplace 

that are subject to stricter safety 

controls? What are they and how do you 

ensure they are communicated and 

followed?  

• In your workplace, how do communicate 

areas that are safe / unsafe to access? 

 

 

 

• In your workplace how robust are 

security and access control 

arrangements? 
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? 

• Which of our g rules could 

prevent a repeat of this accident

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fs6.newzapp.co.uk%2Ft%2Fclick%2F1570879133%2F123416044%2F16153785&data=05%7C01%7CLiz.Chiariello%40networkrail.co.uk%7C0a9aaff0f99f4c39744108dac2671b30%7Cc22cc3e15d7f4f4dbe03d5a158cc9409%7C0%7C0%7C638036045334548972%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8XPVIbw6b2fMMbwPv4gWTCx%2FwM675B3AFZBBXWc95ng%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fs6.newzapp.co.uk%2Ft%2Fclick%2F1570879133%2F123416044%2F16153785&data=05%7C01%7CLiz.Chiariello%40networkrail.co.uk%7C0a9aaff0f99f4c39744108dac2671b30%7Cc22cc3e15d7f4f4dbe03d5a158cc9409%7C0%7C0%7C638036045334548972%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8XPVIbw6b2fMMbwPv4gWTCx%2FwM675B3AFZBBXWc95ng%3D&reserved=0

